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USDA StrikeForce Initiative Visits Rio Arriba County 

RIO ARRIBA COUNTY, New Mexico, May 29, 2012-- USDA Secretary of Agriculture Tom 

Vilsack has launched the StrikeForce Initiative, a cross-agency effort to accelerate assistance to 

Historically Underserved groups. Through this initiative, USDA aims to cover Nevada, Colorado and New 

Mexico and is working to ensure all producers have access to programs that can help them thrive, 

including proven conservation programs like those administered by the USDA Natural Resource 

Conservation Service (NRCS) and the USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA). 

Recently, the USDA StrikeForce was in Española to unveil the initiative and how it is working 

with local governments such as Rio Arriba County and other community based organizations such as the 

Regional Development Corporation, the New Mexico Acequia Association and the Loan Fund, to bring 

valuable information to farmers, ranchers, homeowners and entrepreneurs in the region.  Furthermore, 

State Director for USDA Rural Development, Terry Brunner, called upon meeting attendees for help in 

navigating local community based organizations. “Addressing high poverty rates in communities like Rio 

Arriba County is the goal of the StrikeForce initiative,” said Brunner.  

“Rio Arriba County has had a longtime relationship with the USDA and County producers.  Now 

is the time to create pathways for them to access affordable capital which is lacking in the  region but is 

critical to the success of their enterprise and the health of our economy,” said County Manager Tomas 

Campos. “This initiative provides the perfect opportunity for us to coordinate services amongst our 

residents who need assistance from NRCS and FSA.”  

Farmers, producers, homeowners and other entrepreneurs in need of access to capital, a farm plan, 

crop insurance or technical assistance are encouraged to contact their local NRCS or FSA office for more 

information about this initiative. 
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