
 

 

 

 

 

   
                   Newly Constructed Arroyo De Las Barrancas Bridge in La Mesilla.  

 

  

Newly Constructed Bridge Provides Travelers a Safer Route  

 
The newly constructed bridge (project number 2011-007) on County Road 126, Arroyo De Las Barrancas, in La 

Mesilla, is now complete and ready for use by La Mesilla residents and the rest of the public. A contract to con-

struct the bridge was executed in late April and construction started in Mid-May of 2011. Construction was com-

pleted in late September for the total cost of $467,434.57. The project was advertised in February 2011, and the 

contract for construction of the bridge was awarded to Horacio Ortiz Construction out of Albuquerque, NM.  

 

“Completion of the bridge is a welcomed event,” said Commissioner Alfredo Montoya.  “We appreciate the pa-

tience that the residents who use County Roads 126A, B, and C have had with us as we worked through funding 

acquisition, Santa Clara Pueblo easement negotiations, Bureau of Indian Affairs permitting process, Endangered 

Species Act studies, studies to determine cultural sites and impact, Army Corp of Engineers water flow and impact 

assessments, bridge design and bridge construction.”  

 

“This specific area in La Mesilla tends to carry large volumes of water during heavy rains, making it too danger-

ous for the travelling public to attempt going across the old crossing,” said Joddie Valdez, Public Works Director 

for Rio Arriba County. “Residents were constantly stranded along that area, on both sides of the crossing, because 

of the water or the silt that would be deposited on the road therefore, it was necessary for us to get this bridge into 

place in a timely matter.” Valdez added that he hopes the construction of the bridge will not only correct the ongo-

ing problem, but also hopes it will provide a crossing without any delays for those who have to travel along that 

bridge daily.   

     


