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Rio Arriba County Planning and Zoning Department 
1122 Industrial Park Road 
Española, New Mexico 87532 
(505) 753-7774 
 
 

 
MINUTES  

PLANNING AND ZONING COMMITTEE 
REGULAR MEETING  

MARCH 6, 2013, 1:30PM 
RIO ARRIBA COUNTY ESPAÑOLA COMPLEX 

 
 
I. Meeting Called to Order 

Chairman Benny Martinez called the meeting to order at 1:34 p.m. 
 
II. Roll Call 

In attendance:  
 

Benny Martinez, Chairman  
Pablo Manzanares, Secretary 
Lucas Fresquez, Vice Chairman 
Severo Gonzales 
Isabel Trujillo 
Raymond Ortiz 
Henry Ochoa, Committee Members 

 
A quorum was present.  

 
III. Approval of Minutes from January 9, 2013 

Pablo Manzanares motioned to approve the meeting minutes as presented. 
Raymond Ortiz seconded the motion. 
The motion carried unanimously.  

 
IV. Approval of Agenda 

Lucas Fresquez motioned to approve the agenda as presented. 
Henry Ochoa seconded the motion. 
The motion carried unanimously. 

 
V. New Business 

Planning and Zoning Department Proposal: Amendments to the Rio Arriba County Oil 
and Gas Ordinance, which addresses Oil and Gas exploration, drilling, production, transportation, 
abandonment and reclamation within Rio Arriba County; modifying the location of the boundary 
between the Energy Resource District and the Frontier District; adding developmental, operational, 
and environmental standards; and repealing Ordinance No. 2009-01 by adopting Oil and Gas 
Ordinance No. 2013-003. 

 

          

    



 
 

2

Lucia Sanchez, Assistant Director of the Planning and Zoning Department, gave an 
introduction and history of the Oil and Gas Ordinance and what led to the proposed amendments. 
Miss Sanchez also stated that the Ordinance does not yet have a scheduled date for public review 
by the Board of County Commissioners. 
 

Benjamin Singer, Assistant Planner, presented the proposal by reading the staff report (copy 
attached) and responded to questions from Committee members.   
 
 Chairman Benny Martinez declared the hearing open to the public. 
 

Lucia Sanchez swore in those members of the public that wanted to speak. There were ten 
speakers present as follows: 

 
David Siple of McElvain Energy stated that he believed the proposed amendments would 

be the equivalent of a moratorium on oil and gas development and would result in a decline in ad 
valorum tax revenues given to the County. He further stated that studies by the EPA have not 
confirmed any link between groundwater contamination and hydraulic fracturing (fracking), and 
that many of the studies referenced in the proposed ordinance have been invalidated by counter 
studies. He warned that not everything one reads is true. He also remarked that the County’s 
selectivity of industry input really meant that the County had not considered any input at all from 
the industry. He ended by posing the question: if we will not obtain our energy resources from 
within the County, then where will we get them from?  

Louis Salazar of Conoco Philips stated that research on oil and gas operations in other parts 
of the country does not necessarily apply to Rio Arriba County. He also stated that hydraulic 
fracturing is not a new technology and that most of the wells in the County have been hydraulically 
fractured.  

Bryan Lewis of Energen Resources stated that the industry would like to have a more 
active role in forming the regulations in the oil and gas ordinance.  

Chandler Marechal of Energen Resources stated that he feels the ordinance review process 
has been rushed and awkward, and that he did not know what was meant by the highlighted 
portions of the revised draft of the ordinance. He noted that the Planning and Zoning Department 
(PZD) has processed only one oil and gas permit [in the Energy Resource Development District, 
on private land] in the past two years. He also mentioned that he believed the proposed 
amendments did not take into account land-owner preferences, preemption by the New Mexico Oil 
Conservation Division, and the perception that the County PZD does not have the staff expertise to 
review these types of applications.  

Wally Drangmeister of the New Mexico Oil and Gas Association (NMOGA) stated that, 
among other concerns, the ordinance does not distinguish between grazing lands and agricultural 
lands making it prohibitive to drill on any grazing land within the County. He also noted safety 
concerns of not allowing a drilling rig, which is only in place for a few weeks, to shine their lights 
onto neighboring homes.  
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Gabrielle Gerholt, Attorney for the New Mexico Energy, Minerals & Natural Resources 
Department (EMNRD) explained about the New Mexico Oil Conservation Division (NMOCD), 
including that its director’s qualifications are mandated by law [must be a licensed Petroleum 
Engineer], that its staff has the most daily interaction with industry, that its mandate requires the 
conservation of oil and gas [i.e., that oil and gas resources not be wasted], and that it has a fund 
that pays for reclamation [i.e., re-seeding, etc.] of land that the operator has not reclaimed. 

John Bemis, Secretary of the New Mexico Energy, Minerals & Natural Resources 
Department (EMNRD) acknowledged that increased concerns about oil and gas development are 
becoming common in many parts of the country, and that he appreciates the County’s efforts in 
this matter and notes that there is not a one-size-fits-all ordinance for every county in New Mexico.  

Bill Clark of Cebolla described his concerns related to proposed oil and gas development in 
his community and the displacement that it will cause. He further stated that the existing 
infrastructure such as narrow, gravel, County roads cannot support the thousands of truckloads 
made by the industry daily. He lastly stated that without a strengthened County Ordinance the 
residents of Cebolla would have no guaranteed protection against the oil and gas industry.  

Bruce McIntosh of Chama stated that he applauded the County’s efforts to strengthen the 
ordinance. He stated that he has not heard the industry address the ongoing drought in the County 
in relation to oil and gas development. Lastly, he warned the Committee to remember the history 
of the tobacco industry, who - though claiming at one time that their products were safe - later 
admitted (after the opposite was proven) that they had  known of the safety and health concerns all 
along.  

Felipe Martinez, former County Commissioner, stated the importance of the issue on the 
table, and how a balance must be struck between the industry and the land of the County, which is 
sacred to its inhabitants whose ancestors have been here for hundreds of years.  

 
There were no other speakers and the hearing was closed.  
 
Benjamin Singer presented the Planning and Zoning Department’s Staff Findings on the 

matter, which recommended approval of the proposed amendments.   
 

Henry Ochoa motioned to postpone voting on the matter until further review of the 
proposal could be made, which may include more input from the oil and gas industry. 

Lucas Fresquez seconded the motion.  

The motion carried by a vote of 6 to1. Isabel Trujillo voted against the motion.  

VI.  Old Business 
None 

 
VII. Communications 

The next public meeting was tentatively scheduled for April 3, 2013 
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Raymond Ortiz motioned that property owner Virgil Vigil be scheduled on the agenda for 

the April 3, 2013 meeting. 
Pablo Manzanares seconded the motion. 
DISCUSSION: Benny Martinez informed Mr. Vigil, who was present, that while the 

Committee is willing to hear him, there may be concerns from the County’s attorney due to 
pending litigation against Mr. Vigil, and, as such, Mr. Vigil’s placement on the agenda would be 
tentative and may be subject to change prior to the meeting.  

The motion carried unanimously.  
 

Lucas Fresquez stated that this will be his last meeting as he will be resigning from the 
Planning and Zoning Committee to be able to serve on the Española School Board.  

He was thanked by Committee members for his time served on the Committee. 
 
VIII. ADJOURNMENT 

Chairman Martinez adjourned the meeting at 3:18 p.m. 
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_____________________________________      ___________________________________ 
BENNY MARTINEZ, CHAIRMAN                         PABLO MANZANARES, SECRETARY  
 
__________________________________             ____________________________________ 
      Date       Date 
 
 
STATE OF NEW MEXICO}  
COUNTY OF RIO ARRIBA} ss 
                                 ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 
SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN TO BEFORE ME THIS________DAY OF __________, 2013. 
By Benny Martinez-Chairman and Pablo Manzanares, Secretary 
 
 
 
 
                                                          ________________________________________           SEAL
                                                                  Notary Public                                                               
 

My Commission Expires: ___________  


