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Rio Arriba County Planning and Zoning Department 

1122 Industrial Park Road 

Española, New México 87532 

(505) 753-7774 

 

 

 

MINUTES  

PLANNING AND ZONING COMMITTEE 

Regular Meeting  

October 2, 2013, 1:30PM 

Rio Arriba County Española Complex 

 

 

I. Meeting Called to Order 

Chairman Benny Martinez called the meeting to order at 1:30 p.m. 

 

II. Roll Call 

In attendance:  

Benny Martinez, Chairman  

Pablo Manzanares, Secretary 

Severo Gonzales---Absent 

Isabel Trujillo 

Raymond Ortiz 

Henry Ochoa  

 

The Chairman declared a quorum is present.  

 

III. Approval of Minutes --  August 07, 2013 Planning Committee Meeting 

Pablo Manzanares made a motion to approve the meeting minutes as presented. 

Isabel Trujillo seconded the motion. 

The motion carried unanimously.  

 

IV. Approval of Agenda 
Isabel Trujillo made a motion to approve the agenda as presented. 

Pablo Manzanares seconded the motion. 

The motion was carried unanimously. 

 

 

 

V.   New Business 

APPEAL: Case # 2013-C009, Conditional Use Permit (Small Scale Services) to 

allow for a Dog Rescue Kennel at the following described location: Santa California 

City, Block 26, Unit 4, Tract 29 (.50 Acre), NW ¼ of NW ¼ of SE ¼ of NW ¼ of 

Section 17, Township 23N, Range 07E. Juan Jose Lobato Land Grant, Rio Arriba 

County, New Mexico or commonly known as House #155 Apache Trail, Rio Arriba 

County (UPC # 1-038-136-091-407) near State Road 554. 
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Andrew Martinez Assistant Planner presented the staff report                   

HEARING OF APPEAL CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT 2013-C009 (SMALL SCALE 

SERVICES)-DOG RESCUE KENNEL 

 

REQUEST: 

Laurie Freeman is requesting approval for the reactivation of Conditional Use Permit (CUP # 

2013-C009) Small Scale Services, to operate and maintain a dog rescue kennel primarily for large 

dogs.   

  

BACKGROUND and SETTING: 

The site is a .50 or (1/2) acre lot in Block 26, Unit 4, Tract 29 in the Santa California City 

subdivision.   The property is accessed from State Highway 554 with the closest cross roads being 

Santa Fe road and Apache a private lane.  

 

FINDINGS of FACT: 

In the case of CUP 2013-C009 the applicant Laurie Freeman has filed a letter of appeal made 

pursuant by the Design and Development Regulation System Ordinance 2012-001.  Permission for 

establishing a dog rescue kennel in order to become compliant within the County’s Animal Control 

Ordinance 2010-02, a formal request has been made to overturn the decision made by the Planning 

and Zoning Department.  Permission to operate and maintain a dog rescue kennel has been denied 

as a result of false or misleading information and neglecting to notify adjacent land owners within 

a 500ft radius to include a minimum of 10 separate owners of record.   

 

Chairman Benny Martinez declared the hearing open to the public. 

 

Andrew Martinez, Assistant Planner, swore in those members of the public who wished to speak. 

There were 5 speakers appearing in favor of the motion to uphold the director’s decision to deny 

and revoke Conditional Use Permit (CUP # 2013-C009) without prejudice, and 3 in favor of the 

permit revocation.  The public was given three minutes each to speak. 

 

Ralph Cooper who is also the property owner of the dog kennel spoke on Ms. Freeman’s 

behalf and wanted to clarify that the dog kennel permit was not in question, but the revocation of 

the permit due to false or misleading information was the bases, and that this was the issue for the 

meeting.  He stated that Ms. Freeman did notify according to the way the county official directed 

her to as far as the range of 500’.  And that the minimum of 10 people within the radius were 

notified. He also stated that Ms. Freeman had based her notifications on people who resided near 

her.  And stated she complied with all requirements.   

 

Laurie Freeman the applicant spoke on her behalf explaining the process she used to notify 

property owners, and sent notifications to those people who resided there.  She explained how she 

was told by county officials to send 10 letters of notification, and that she has complied with it.  

And also spoke about the complaint coming in after the appeal date.  
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Shyler Rodgers also spoke on behalf of Ms. Freeman, he went into detail about the work 

and maintenance it takes to run the dog kennels, and felt that what they were doing to help these 

dogs is a good thing.  

 

Earnest Carrillo stated that his property is next to Ms. Freeman and that he approved of the 

kennel as long as Ms. Freeman maintained the kennels, and that she got proper licensing, he felt 

she has met all the requirements that have been set forth by the county. 

 

Norma Jarnagin, a land owner also spoke on the behalf of her husband Don Jarnagin 

against the dog kennel, they spoke about the fact that they were not notified by Ms. Freeman or the 

Planning & Zoning office, she was concerned about the way the kennel would affect the value of 

her property.  She also described the undesirable conditions in which the kennels were in.   

 

Elizabeth Banks, also another land owner across the street from the kennel, described the 

noise being generated from the dogs barking.  She also spoke about the covenants within her 

subdivision that don’t allow for this activity. 

 

Kenneth Baltz, also stated that he was not notified about the kennel, and was also 

concerned about his property losing value, he also stated he runs and maintains a chicken ranch 

and takes care of animals.  He also commented on the condition of the kennel.  He stated that he 

would like Ms. Freeman to start the application process over. 

 

Benny Martinez closed the hearing to the public, and asked that Andrew Martinez Assistant 

Planner read staff recommendations. 

 

STAFF RECOMMENDATIONS: 

While this land use case involves many details specific to zoning and animal humane necessities, 

the application is not in question. Staff recommends to the board to uphold the director’s decision 

to deny and revoke Conditional Use Permit 2013-C009 without prejudice, allowing the applicant 

to reapply provided that all lawful requirements are met.   

 

Henry Ochoa wants to clarify that the case had not come before the Planning & Zoning 

Board and the permit was approved administratively, and the reason for today’s meeting was due 

to the appeal in which the applicant (Laurie Freeman) filed in part of the revocation made by the 

director of Planning and Zoning. 

 

Andrew Martinez replied there may have been some miscommunication and/or 

misinterpretation of the Yellow Book requirements since-not all property owners within the 500’ 

radius were not notified.  

 

Henry Ochoa asked if the application process will have to start from the beginning again 

 

Andrew Martinez affirms yes. 

 

Pablo Manzanares asked about the notification process, and if the case had been put in the 

Rio Grande sun as a public notice. 
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Andrew Martinez responded by affirming public notifications were mailed out by certified 

mail, legal notice was posted on the county website, and a physical posting properly placed on 

subjects property 15 days prior to the public hearing. 

 

Raymond Ortiz asks if there is proof of the certified mailings that Ms. Freeman sent out.  

He also questioned what the yellow book states about notifications.  Andrew – Yes, proof of 

certified mail receipts were on file. Regulation states: Class II Permits and appeals for which there 

is a physical location shall require 500 feet from the exterior lot lines of the property area(s) 

affected, to include a minimum of ten separate owners of record, otherwise this area of notice shall 

be extended until this minimum requirement is met. 

 

There was further discussion between Laurie Freeman, Andrew Martinez, and Raymond 

Ortiz about the radius and how the notifications were individually selected by the applicant and 

sent out. 

 

Raymond Ortiz, addressed Ms. Freeman about her business, being for profit or non-profit. 

 

Laurie Freeman responds that she is in the process of applying for a non-profit business. 

 

There was further discussion about on-call vets and other issues the kennel will face 

between Ms. Freeman and Raymond Ortiz. 

 

Phil Kilgour Assistant Planner reads from the ordinance and what it states about 

notifications.   

 

There was further discussion about the notifications and postings on properties, there are 3 

parts to notification, and if any of the notifications are deficient it is not complete notice. 

 

Norma Jarnagin speaks and says that contiguous property owners should have been 

notified, and none of those property owners were notified. 

 

Benny Martinez asked if there was a motion to approval for the reactivation of Conditional Use 

Permit (CUP # 2013-C009) Small Scale Services, to operate and maintain a dog rescue kennel 

primarily for large dogs without prejudice subject to staff recommendations. 

 

The Planning and Zoning Board, recommends that the applicant not be charged additional permit 

fees, that were originally paid for when first applying and for the process be expedited.  

 

Pablo Manzanares made the motion to approve with the Planning and Zoning Boards 

conditions. 

Raymond Ortiz seconded the motion. 

The motion carried by a vote of 5, 0, 1. 

 

VI.   Old Business 
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None 
 

 

VII.    Communications 

Lucia Sanchez, Director of the Planning Department spoke to the Committee, and 

introduced Fabian Trujillo as the departments new Rural Addresser.   

 

The members of the Planning and Zoning Board welcome Fabian Trujillo to the department 

and introduced themselves. 

 

 

 

 

The next Planning Committee meeting was tentatively scheduled for November 06, 2013 

 

 

 

VIII. ADJOURNMENT 

Chairman Martinez adjourned the meeting at   2:26 p.m 
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MINUTES TAKEN & PREPARED BY: Margaret Archuleta; EDITED BY: Philip Kilgour 

PLANNING AND ZONING DEPARTMENT 

 

 

 

_____________________________________      ___________________________________ 

BENNY MARTINEZ, CHAIRMAN                         PABLO MANZANARES, SECRETARY  

 

__________________________________             ____________________________________ 

      Date       Date 

 

 

STATE OF NEW MEXICO}  

COUNTY OF RIO ARRIBA} ss 

                                 ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 

SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN TO BEFORE ME THIS________DAY OF __________, 2013. 

By Benny Martinez-Chairman and Pablo Manzanares, Secretary 

 

 

 

 

                                                          ________________________________________           SEAL

                                                                  Notary Public                                                               

 

My Commission Expires: ___________  


