
Official Site of the Rio Arriba County Probate Court 

Bienvenidos a la Corte de Legalización de un Testamento del condado de Río Arriba, Nuevo Mexico.  

Thank you for electing and entrusting me with the judgeship of the Probate Court.  I believe a Probate Judge 
should not only serve as an arbitrator for the heirs of estates but also as an educator to the public on how 
best to prepare for a loved one’s passing.  An effective educator is an accessible one. 
 
Walk-Ins welcome and by appointment Monday through Friday 

 

Marlo R. Martinez, Probate Judge 
Phone: (505) 753-7271 
Fax: (505) 753-7700 

E-Mail: mrmartinez@rio-arriba.org 
Rio Arriba County Courthouse 
Main Street #7 
P.O. Box 158 
Tierra Amarilla, NM 87575  
 

Welcome to the Rio Arriba County Probate Court: 
 

A probate court is hereby established for each county, which shall be a court of record, and until otherwise provided 
by law, shall have the same jurisdiction as hereto fore exercised by the probate courts of New Mexico and shall also 
have jurisdiction to determine heir-ship with respect to real property in all proceedings for the administration of 
decedents’ estates. 
 
Probate is the judicial process for transferring the property of a person who has died (called a decedent).  The 
property is transferred according either (1) the decedent’s Will, or (2) if the decedent died without a Will, according 
to New Mexico’s laws of interstate succession.  The Probate Court appoints legally qualified persons, called personal 
representatives, to manage and settle the decedent’s business affairs.  Personal representatives pass the deceased 
person’s estate property, real and personal, to the rightful recipients.  Rightful recipients might include heirs, 
devisees named in a valid and current will, or creditors. 
 
With the establishment of wills and estate planning, living trusts, testaments and advance directives the probate 
process can be made simpler to provide aid and comfort to the families of loved ones who have passed.  Like anything 
else, education is the key.  It is for this reason that I believe a Probate Judge should not only serve as an arbitrator 
for the heirs of estates but also as an educator to the public on how best prepare for a loved one’s passing.  Education 
and preparation make all the difference.  Without the necessary preparation, the unfortunate reality of family 
breakups, disputes and eventual splits is all too common.  There is nothing more distressing and detrimental to the 
healing process than to witness families self-destruct in this way.  My most steadfast commitment is family 
preservation. 
 
“Education and Preparation make for family Preservation”.   Working together, we can educate residents, especially 
the elderly, about the probate process to ensure a smooth transition of estates.  It will be my goal to not only perform 
the constitutional duties of the office but also to provide community outreach. 
 
I am proud to say I am a servant of the people and I will remain true to these ideals. 
 
Su Seguo Servidor, Marlo R. Martinez, Rio Arriba County Probate Judge 

mailto:mrmartinez@rio-arriba.org


 
 
To download Probate Forms: 

http://nmsupremecourt.nmcourts.gov/legal-forms/vprobate_code.php 
 
 
 

 
 

http://nmsupremecourt.nmcourts.gov/legal-forms/vprobate_code.php


 

 
Purpose of the Probate Court
 
 
Probate is the judicial process for transferring the property of a person who has died (called decedent). The property is 
transferred according to either: (1) the decedent's Will or (2) if the decedent dies without a Will, according to New Mexico's 
laws of Intestate Succession. The Probate Court appoints legally qualified persons, called Personal Representatives, to 
manage and settle the decedent's business affairs. Personal representatives pass the deceased person's estate property, 
real and personal, to the rightful recipients. Rightful Recipients might include heirs, devisees named in a valid and current 
will, or creditors. 
 
 
Opening a Probate Case

 
 
Estate papers (called pleadings), the original Will, if any, and proper payment are presented together to the Court for 
review and appointment of the personal representative and/or probate of the Will, if any. The initial Application must be 
signed by the applicant in the presence of a notary public and should include an original Death Certificate. Applicants must 
submit complete, accurate and truthful pleadings to the Court. 
 
If, for any reason, the Court does not accept the estate, all payments and pleadings are returned to the applicant. Once 
the Court opens the probate case, no refunds are possible, but a receipt is given to the filing party.  
 
Once the Judge signs the Order appointing the Personal Representative, the Court issues Letters of Testamentary (cases 
where the decedent left a valid will) or Letters of Administration (in cases where the decedent did not leave a valid will). 
These Letters give the Personal Representative legal authority to conduct the decedent's estate business 
 
 
Examples of matters to arise in a probate case include, but are not limited to: 
 
• Legally changing title to real property owned by the decedent to name of the new owner(s) 
• Legally changing title to personal property, such as bank accounts, stocks, bonds, etc. 
• Paying creditors 
• Filing decedent's income taxes and estate taxes, if necessary 
 
 
 
 
 

 


