
 

 On September 28, a groundbreaking ceremony 

marked the beginning of  a 170+ acre development, which 

will include a new elementary school and a public recre-

ation facility equipped with workout accommodations, 

swimming pools, tennis courts, and a running track.  The 

infrastructure project will also house the County’s public 

works facility and solid waste facility, which will be run by 

North Central Solid Waste Authority.

     “With this initial phase of  building the infrastruc-

ture, we will enhance the County’s ability to provide much 

improved services to Rio Arriba residents. This is going 

to be a valuable addition for the citizens of  Rio Arriba for 

generations to come,” Commissioner Alfredo Montoya 

said.

     Commissioner Montoya added that there are also 

VHYHUDO�ÀYH�DFUH�VLWHV�VHW�DVLGH�IRU�DWWUDFWLQJ�FRPSDQLHV�LQ�
need of  space that can provide much needed employment 

opportunities. 

 Plans for completion of  the public works and  

recreation facilities are set for December 2012.

County Begins Phase I of
Alcalde Infrastructure Project
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Noticias
“Protecting What’s Yours”



 As an effort to keep grazing permits for local 
ranchers on federal lands, Rio Arriba County Gov-
ernment has announced that it will join in a lawsuit 
against the US Forest Service. The County is also 
currently gearing up to send several of its elected of-
ÀFLDOV��LQFOXGLQJ�&RPPLVVLRQHU�)HOLSH�0DUWLQH]��WR�
Washington D.C. as an additional effort to bring the 
issue before governmental entities on November 29.
  Rio Arriba County Attorney Ted Trujillo, 
unveiled the County’s plans to locals at a public meet-
ing held on Friday, November 4. The issues being 
faced if land restrictions are imposed are: the risk of 
LQFUHDVHG�FDWDVWURSKLF�IRUHVW�ÀUHV�GXH�WR�RYHU�JURZWK��
the 18 percent reduction of grazing opportunities on 
the area-stockmen, the negative economic impact on 
local agricultural communities and the extinction of 
the Hispanic and Native American ranchers who have 
run livestock on forest lands for generations and who 
economically depend on this grazing to keep their 
ranches operating for present and future family gen-
erations. 
 “Hispanic and Native ranchers and farmers 
RI�1HZ�0H[LFR�DUH�GLVWLQFW���1RW�RQO\�KDYH�WKHVH�
lands been under our care for generations, but they 
have been kept alive by our hands, our language, our 
traditions and our hearts,” said Commissioner Felipe 
0DUWLQH]��´:H�KDYH�VRPHWKLQJ�KHUH�WKDW�LV�EHDXWLIXO�
DQG�XQOHVV�ZH�ÀJKW�IRU�RXU�ULJKWV��ZH�ZLOO�ORVH�LW�µ
  Additionally, the Rio Arriba County Planning 
2IÀFH�KDV�WDNHQ�VWHSV�WR�UHFRPPHQG�SROLFLHV�WR�WKH�
United States Department of Agriculture (USDA), 
which suggest that due to a lack of representation, 
service and accountability, the Hispanic/Native 
American Ranching population in Rio Arriba County 
has suffered economic hardship and the diminishment 
of its customs and traditions.
  

County Joins Lawsuit Against 
US National Forest Service

 Rio Arriba County Government is cur-
rently working with several entities to provide 
high speed Internet services throughout Rio Arri-
ba County, Los Alamos County, Northern Santa 
Fe County, Ohkay Owingeh Pueblo, Santa Clara 
Pueblo, San Ildelfonso Pueblo, Tesuque Pueblo 
and Pojoaque Pueblo. The project, designated as 
5(',�1HW��HQWDLOV�LQLWLDWLQJ�D�PLGGOH�PLOH�ÀEHU�
optic broadband network in rural Northern New 
0H[LFR�WKDW�ZLOO�VHUYH�DURXQG�����FRPPXQLW\�
anchor institutions, with a total market poten-
WLDO�RI��������KRXVHKROGV�DQG�������EXVLQHVVHV��
$FFRUGLQJ�WR�5(',�1HW�3URMHFW�0DQDJHU��7REH\�
Johnson, the venture is expected to be running 
E\�0D\������
 “Introducing high speed broadband 
to this area will enhance the delivery of rural 
healthcare services, make public and higher 
education more accessible, and improve local 
government services, including public safety,” 
Johnson said.
 The project cost was estimated at a total 
RI��������������������������RI�ZKLFK�ZDV�LQ�
IHGHUDO�IXQGLQJ�DQG������������LQ�FDVK�DQG�
in-kind matches. Along with Rio Arriba, (being 
D�PDWFK�FRQWULEXWRU�RI������������/RV�$ODPRV�
&RXQW\��-HPH]�0RXQWDLQ�(OHFWULF�&RRSHUDWLYH��
Los Alamos National Security, LLC, the City of 
(VSDQROD��DQG�1RUWKHUQ�1HZ�0H[LFR�&ROOHJH�
are also amongst those contributors.

Highspeed Internet Coming to 
Rio Arriba County 



North Central Receives 
Support from County  

� 'LVWULFW���RI�5LR�$UULED�&RXQW\�KDV�SXUFKDVHG�
several pieces of land for development in the Can-
jilon and Tierra Amarilla (TA) areas. The Rio Arriba 
County Commission passed a resolution on Sep-
WHPEHU�����������DXWKRUL]LQJ�WKH�SXUFKDVH�RI�IRUPHU�
school grounds in Canjilon and Tierra Amarilla, 
through an agreement with the Chama Valley School 
Board. The total acreage between both purchases 
DYHUDJH�RXW�WR��������DFUHV��HVWLPDWHG�DW�D�WRWDO�FRVW�
RI����������
 Plans for the development of the former 
school grounds are still being contemplated as the 
County is taking suggestions from the public and 
local groups to discuss possibilities with the County 
Commission. “I’m thankful to the school board for 
their cooperation during the negotiations to purchase 
the land,” said District Three Commissioner, Felipe 
0DUWLQH]��´7KLV�ZLOO�DOORZ�WKH�&RXQW\�WR�SURYLGH�WKH�
local citizens with future developments, in which 
WKH\�KDYH�D�VD\�VR�µ�0DUWLQH]�DGGHG�WKDW�LGHDV�IRU�
the development have included the renovation for a 
new community center, but that assessments will be 
made to weigh the possibilities. Plans for a future 
Rio Arriba County archive records center are also in 
the works, but the exact location in Tierra Amarilla is 
still being contemplated. 
 Public meetings to receive input from citizens 
will be held in the near future. Dates and locations 
will be posted on the Rio Arriba County website at 
www.rio-arriba.org.

County Prepares for 
Future Development 

  Commissioner Barney Trujillo  says he 
has been working diligently with Gino Romero, 
0DQDJHU�RI�1RUWK�&HQWUDO�6ROLG�:DVWH�$XWKRULW\�
(NCSWA), in an effort to provide better and more 
HIÀFLHQW�GLVSRVDO�VHUYLFHV�WR�FLWL]HQV�RI�5LR�$U-
ULED�&RXQW\���$�FRVW�HIÀFLHQW�LQYHVWPHQW�LQ�QHZ�
equipment will save Rio Arriba County citizens on 
waste disposal and recycling expenses.
� ´,PSURYLQJ�FXVWRPHU�VHUYLFH�DQG�ÀVFDO�
responsibility is a big part of the commission’s pri-
ority,” said Commissioner Trujillo, who is also a 
NCSWA board member. “The County has worked 
hard to assure our citizens that we do care about 
how the Authority is serving communities around 
Rio Arriba County.”   
 Recently, an audit which was performed 
E\�1&6:��GLVFORVHG�DERXW���RXW�RI����5LR�$UULED�
County citizens actually pay trash fees. Efforts 
are being implemented to distinguish illegal users 
so appropriate action will be taken to collect any 
outstanding fees. “Each household which uses our 
disposal services, should have its own respective 
account and we have discovered, in some cases, 
that accounts are being shared,” said Romero. 
“This long, overdue measure will create revenue 
WR�EHQHÀW�WD[SD\HUV�E\�SURYLGLQJ�EHWWHU�FXVWRPHU�
service and additional community services.”
 For more information regarding NCSWA 
customer improvement efforts, please visit www.
rio-arriba.org.



December 2011
�� /DVW�'D\�WR�$GMXVW�3UHFLQFW�%RXQGDULHV��'HF���
�� �VW�'D\�WR�5HTXHVW�6SHFLDO�:ULWH�,Q�$EVHQWHH�%DOORW�IRU�3ULPDU\��'HF���
�� 3UH��FRQVWUXFWLRQ�0HHWLQJ�IRU�(/�5LWR�)LUH�'HSDUWPHQW��5$)02�������'HF����
�� )LUH�$VVRFLDWLRQ�0HHWLQJ�5XUDO�(YHQWV�&HQWHU������30��'HF����
�� 3LFWXUHV�:LWK�6DQWD������SP�5LR�$UULED�&RXQW\�$QQH[�LQ�(VSDQROD��'HF����
�� 7R\�'LVWULEXWLRQ�#�/XFHUR�&HQWHU��'HF�����
�� 5$&�'LUHFWRU·V�0HHWLQJ��'HF����
�� 3XSSHW�6KRZ�5$&�7R\�'LVWULEXWLRQ�#�/XFHUR�&HQWHU��'HF����
�� 5$&�$QQXDO�(PSOR\HH�&KULVWPDV�*DWKHULQJ��'HF����
�� &KULVWPDV�+ROLGD\��'HF����
�� 5$&�&RPPLVVLRQ�0HHWLQJ�DW�5$&�$GPLQLVWUDWLRQ�%LGJ��LQ�7LHUUD�$PDULOOD��'HF����
�� /DVW�'D\�IRU�626�WR�1RWLI\�3UHFLQFW�%RXQGDU\�&KDQJHV��'HF����
�� 1HZ�<HDU·V�(YH��'HF����

January 2012
�� 6HQLRU�2O\PSLFV�5HJLVWUDWLRQ�%HJLQV��-DQ���
�� /DVW�'D\�3ROLWLFDO�3DUWLHV�0D\�1RWLI\�626�RI �3UHVLGHQWLDO�&DXFXV��-DQ���
�� /DVW�'D\�WR�1RWLI\�626�RI �3UHFLQFW�$GMXVWPHQWV��-DQ���
�� 6HQLRU�2O\PSLF�3UDFWLFH��-DQ����
�� :HDWKHU�3HUPLWWLQJ��-DQ����
�� 6HQLRU�2O\PSLFV�3UDFWLFH��-DQ������������
������������5$&�&RPPLVVLRQ�0HHWLQJ�DW�5$&�$QQH[�LQ�(VSDQROD��-DQ����
�� $OE��.2%�+HDOWK�)DLU��-DQ��������
�� *RYHUQRU·V�3ULPDU\�(OHFWLRQ�3URFODPDWLRQ��-DQ����
�� �VW�'D\�&RXQW\�&OHUN�0D\�,WHPL]H�DQG�3XEOLVK�3URFODPDWLRQ��-DQ����
�� �VW�'D\�626�0D\�3XEOLVK�DQG�6HQG�3URFODPDWLRQ�WR�&RXQW\�&OHUNV��-DQ����

February 2012
�� 6HQLRU�2O\PSLF�3UDFWLFH��)HE���
�� /DV�&UXFHV�6HQLRU�7UHN�WR�+HDOWK�)LWQHVV��)HE���
�� 6HQLRU�2O\PSLF�3UDFWLFH��)HE����������������
�� )LOLQJ�'D\�IRU�3UH�3ULPDU\�&RQYHQWLRQ�&DQGLGDWHV��)HE����
�� 3UHVLGHQWV·�'D\�)HGHUDO�+ROLGD\��)HE���
�����������5$&�&RPPLVVLRQ�0HHWLQJ�DW�WKH�5$&�$GPLQLVWUDWLRQ�%OGJ��LQ�7LHUUD�$PDULOOD��)HE����
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