
 

 On January 23, Rio Arriba County Commis-
sioner, Felipe Martinez, along with representatives from 
the Northern New Mexico Stockman’s Association 
(NNMSA), announced at a press conference, that they 
KDYH�ÀQDOO\�ÀOHG�WKH�PXFK�DQWLFLSDWHG�ODZVXLW�DJDLQVW�WKH�
U.S. Forest Service. The suit was initiated by the Forest 
Service’s decision to limit grazing rights on federal lands 
for cattlemen.
 The 18 percent reduction of  grazing on the Jarita 
Mesa and Alamosa grazing allotments, was ordered by El 
Rito District Ranger Diana Trujillo in 2010, despite the 
obligation of  the U.S. Forest Service to recognize land 
grant heirs and their rights to use these lands. According 
to Commissioner Felipe Martinez, bias has become an 
overwhelming factor in the disregard for these rights. 
   Plaintiffs argued that with the loss of  these rights 
comes the loss of  cultural traditions, as well as economical 
means.  “Without the ability to access and utilize natural 
resources, our communities are drying up. We’re not eco-
nomically sustainable. We’re losing our customs and our 
culture,” said David Sanchez of  the NNMSA. Commis-
sioner Martinez also argued that as well as ranchers losing 
economic income, local businesses will also suffer because 
of  the rancher’s dependence on those businesses to keep 
their ranches functioning properly.  
 “This has an effect on everyone,” said Commis-
sioner Martinez. “We have to protect what is rightfully 
ours.” To read more on this story, please visit our website.  

County Announces 
Lawsuit Filing

Issue 2

Rio Arriba County 
 February 2012

Noticias
“Protecting What’s Yours”



 On February 4, local farmers, ranchers 
and agriculture enthusiasts will have the oppor-
WXQLW\�WR�OLVWHQ�WR�VHYHUDO�ÀHOG�H[SHUWV��ZKR�ZLOO�
RIIHU�JXLGDQFH�LQ�XWLOL]LQJ�1HZ�0H[LFR�IDUP�
lands to increase local food production, as well as 
implement agricultural marketing strategies. Rio 
Arriba County, the United States Department of 
$JULFXOWXUH��86'$���WKH�1HZ�0H[LFR�$FHTXLD�
Association, the Regional Economic Development 
Initiative and the Greater Española Valley Com-
munity Development Corporation will be hosting 
WKH�´$JULFXOWXUD�$TXL�\�$OODµ�HYHQW�DW�WKH�5XUDO�
(YHQWV�&HQWHU�LQ�$ELTXLX�DW��$0���7KH�HYHQW��
which is open to the public, will feature informa-
WLRQDO�ERRWKV��IUHH�IRRG�DQG�ÀYH�NH\�VSHDNHUV��
including regional production specialist, Anthony 
Flaccavento, who managed to build and sustain a 
successful local agriculture production program 
in Virginia, using the same ideas, which will be 
presented at the event. 
 In late 2007, the County Commission 
passed a resolution approving the development of 
WKH�5LR�$UULED�3ROLF\�)RRG�&RXQFLO��´7KH�IRRG�
council was developed to assist in meeting the 
objective of protecting the County’s agricultural 
ODQG�DQG�ZDWHU�ULJKWV�µ�VDLG�&RXQW\�&RPPLVVLRQHU�
Alfredo Montoya. “With our County in a position 
WR�VXVWDLQ�LWVHOI��LW�SURYLGHV�PDQ\�GLUHFW�EHQHÀWV�
to our population, such as food security, economic 
development opportunities and various associated 
KHDOWK�EHQHÀWV�WR�FRPEDW�WKH�KLJK�SUHYDOHQFH�RI�
GLDEHWHV��REHVLW\�DQG�RWKHU�KHDOWK�FRQGLWLRQV�µ�5H-
cently, another resolution was passed by the Com-
mission, encouraging local procurement of food. 
7KLV�XSFRPLQJ�HYHQW�LV�D�UHVXOW�RI�WKH�PRYHPHQW�
that brought forth those resolutions and will serve 
to progress the movement. 
 For more information, please contact 
3DWULFN�-DUDPLOOR�DW������������������7R�5693��
contact Beth Forman at (505) 753-7774.

February 4th Event Provides 
Agriculture Production and 

Marketing Opportunities to Locals

 Construction of a new patient tower at 
the Española Presbyterian Hospital will add 34 
new patient rooms. Come November, citizens 
will be able to vote on a mill levy, allowing a 
SHUFHQWDJH�RI�SURSHUW\�WD[�DQG�RLO�DQG�JDV�WD[�WR�
fund the project. “Without Rio Arriba County as-
sisting in getting the mill levy passed, we would 
QRW�EH�DEOH�WR�GR�DQ\�RI�WKLV�µ�VDLG�5D\�&KDYH]��
the project Board President.
� ´7KLV�IXQGLQJ�LV�YHU\�LPSRUWDQW�WR�WKH�
KHDOWKFDUH�SURYLGHG�WR�1RUWKHUQ�1HZ�0H[LFR�
FLWL]HQV�µ�VDLG�&KULVWLQH�0RQWDxR��5LR�$UULED�
County Finance Director. “Our hopes are that 
voters will continue to support this project as it 
RIIHUV�VWDWH�RI�WKH�DUW�WHFKQRORJ\��EHQHÀWLQJ�DOO�
SDWLHQWV�µ
  Emergency, radiology, surgery and post-
surgery services will be provided under one roof 
of the new tower, which will be a much more 
convenient way to service patients than the cur-
rent layout. Patients can also enjoy larger rooms, 
designed with natural lighting and a patient-
and-family-centered approach. Floor plans are 
designed to provide easier accessibility to nurses 
EHWZHHQ�VWDWLRQV��GLUHFWO\�EHQHÀWLQJ�SDWLHQW�FDUH�
LQ�DQ�HIÀFLHQW�DQG�WLPHO\�PDQQHU���7KH�HIIRUW�EH-
hind the project stems from the angst to radically 
improve customer service. 
  “As long as citizens vote for this mill 
OHY\��WKH\�ZLOO�FRQWLQXH�WR�EHQHÀW�WKHLU�FRP-
PXQLW\�µ�VDLG�0RQWDxR��´,�NQRZ�ZLWKRXW�WKHLU�
support, great community improvements like 
WKLV�ZRXOG�QRW�EH�SRVVLEOH�µ

Hospital Project Will 
Provide More Efficient 

Healthcare 



REDI Net Project Update   

� .HQQHWK�7UXMLOOR�RI�WKH�9HODUGH�)LUH�'HSDUW-
PHQW�KHDGHG�KLV�ÀUVW�PDMRU�LQFLGHQW�RQ�-DQXDU\�
4, 2012, when an O’Reilly Semi tipped over on 
+LJKZD\�����QHDU�PLOH�PDUNHU�����1R�LQMXULHV�RU�
deaths were reported, but the incident was declared a 
+$=0$7�VFHQH�DIWHU�UHVSRQGHUV�GLVFRYHUHG�EDW-
tery acid, oil and gas spillage from the truck. Several 
response teams assured no chemicals seeped into the 
Rio Grande River and were contained and disposed 
of. “We all worked together to contain the wreck, 
GLUHFW�WUDIÀF��JHW�WKH�ZRUG�WR�WKH�DSSURSULDWH�RXWOHWV��
assured that everyone involved was taken care of 
DQG�WKDW�UHVSRQGHUV�WHQGHG�WR�WKHLU�VSHFLÀF�GXWLHV�DV�
GLUHFWHG�µ�VDLG�7UXMLOOR�
  Amongst the responders were: Velarde Fire 
'HSDUWPHQW��'L[RQ�)LUH�'HSDUWPHQW��(VSDxROD�)LUH�
Department, Rio Arriba County Emergency Pre-
SDUHGQHVV��1HZ�0H[LFR�6WDWH�3ROLFH��5LR�$UULED�
County Sheriff’s Department, Rio Arriba Fire Mar-
VKDO�DQG�WKH�1HZ�0H[LFR�'HSDUWPHQW�RI�7UDQVSRU-
tation. Mateo DeVargas, of Rio Arriba Emergency 
3UHSDUHGQHVV�VDLG�WHDPV�UHVSRQGHG�ZLWKLQ�ÀYH�WR����
minutes of the wreck and worked diligently till 4AM. 
WKH�QH[W�PRUQLQJ��XQWLO�WKH�VFHQH�ZDV�FOHDUHG��'H9DU-
gas assured crews were fed as he coordinated with 
WKH�1HZ�0H[LFR�6DOYDWLRQ�$UP\�WR�SURYLGH�PHDOV�
and water. 
  “I would like to thank everyone who partici-
SDWHG�LQ�WKLV�HIIRUW�µ�VDLG�7UXMLOOR��´:LWKRXW�WKHVH�
entities coming together, we would have not been 
DEOH�WR�KDQGOH�WKLV�LQFLGHQW�DV�HIÀFLHQWO\�DQG�TXLFNO\�
DV�ZH�GLG�µ�
  DeVargas said all entities involved were 
pleased with the outcome of the cleanup and that 
KDYLQJ�7UXMLOOR�DV�WKH�,QFLGHQW�&RPPDQG�ZDV�NH\�WR�
that outcome.

Incident Command Clears HAZMAT 
Scene Successfully  

  On December 15, a board was selected 
and updated on the much-anticipated REDI Net 
Project: the collaborated effort between several 
entities, including Rio Arriba County, to bring 
high-speed internet to several parts of Northern 
1HZ�0H[LFR��'XQFDQ�6LOO�RI�6DQWD�)H�&RXQW\�ZDV�
elected board chair, Joe Garcia of Ohkay Owingeh 
was elected vice chair, Laura Gonzalez of Los 
Alamos County was elected secretary/treasurer 
DQG�7LP�$UPHU�RI�WKH�1RUWK�&HQWUDO�1HZ�0H[LFR�
Economic Development Project was elected as the 
communications contact.
� 7RE\�-RKQVRQ��WKH�SURMHFW�FRRUGLQDWRU��
informed the board that underground drilling for 
the project has been on schedule and has been 
FRPSOHWHG�WKURXJKRXW�6DQWD�)H��DQG�WKH�7HVXTXH�
DQG�3RMRDTXH�3XHEORV��&XUUHQWO\��DERXW�������IHHW�
have been drilled through Los Alamos County. As 
IDU�DV�ÀEHU�SODFHPHQW���������IHHW�KDYH�EHHQ�ODLG��
with only 7,000 remaining along US Highway 
���������������IHHW�KDYH�EHHQ�ODLG�WKURXJKRXW�/RV�
$ODPRV�&RXQW\��&XUUHQWO\����SROH�UHSODFHPHQWV�
have taken place and cost-sharing agreements are 
being negotiated with Jemez Electric. Until those 
DJUHHPHQWV�DUH�ÀQDOL]HG��ÀEHU�LQVWDOODWLRQ�LV�SHQG-
ing in the Española area.
 Additionally, the REDI Net project team is 
considering two alternative routes to Los Alamos 
County through San Idelfonso Pueblo.  Discus-
sions are underway with the San Idelfonso Pueblo, 
DOE, Los Alamos County and other parties 
regarding these routes. Updates will be posted on 
our website as this project continues to progress. 



 

February 2012
�� $JULFXOWXUD�$TXL�\�$OOD��5HJLRQDO�2SSRUWXQLWLHV�$ERXQG�(YHQW��5XUDO�(YHQWV��
� &HQWHU�LQ�$ELTXLX��$0��30��)HE���
�� /DV�&UXFHV�6HQLRU�7UHN�WR�+HDOWK�)LWQHVV��)HE���
�� &R\RWH�6HQLRU�&HQWHU�5HFUXLW�IRU�6HQLRU�2O\PSLFV���$0������$0��)HE���
�� 6XEPLW�6)63�)RUP�������6SRQVRUV�6WDII �$WWHQGLQJ�7UDLQLQJ��)HE�����
�� )LOLQJ�'D\�IRU�3UH�3ULPDU\�&RQYHQWLRQ�&DQGLGDWHV��)HE������
�� 6XEPLW�)XQGLQJ�$SSOLFDWLRQ�IRU�6XPPHU�)RRG�6HUYLFH��)HE����
�� ������$0�7LHUUD�$PDULOOD�6HQLRU�5HFUXLWLQJ�	������30�&KDPD�6HQLRU�5HFUXLW�
 ing for Senior Olympics, Feb. 16
�� *UDQG�2SHQLQJ�IRU�6HQLRU�/XQFK�3URJUDP�#�&KLPD\R�$UEROHGD�&HQWHU�� �
� ��$0��30��)HE����
�� 6HQLRU�2O\PSLFV�3UDFWLFH�'D\��6KXIÁHERDUG���SW��%DVNHWEDOO��)UHH�7KURZV��(VS���
� /XFHUR�&HQWHU���30��30��)HE�����
�� 3UHVLGHQWV·�'D\�)HGHUDO�+ROLGD\��)HE����
�� 6HQLRU�2O\PSLFV�3UDFWLFH�'D\��6RFFHU��)ULVEHH��(VS��/XFHUR�&HQWHU���30��30���
 Feb. 22
�� 5$&�&RPPLVVLRQ�0HHWLQJ�DW�WKH�5$&�$GPLQ��%OGJ��LQ�7LHUUD�$PDULOOD��#���
� ����30��)HE����
March 2012
�� 3UDFWLFH�'D\�IRU�6HQLRU�2O\PSLFV��6KXIÁHERDUG���SW��%DVNHWEDOO��)UHH�7KURZ���
� (VS��/XFHUR�&HQWHU���30��30��0DU���
�� 3UDFWLFH�'D\��6RFFHU�.LFN��)ULVEHH�7KURZ��6RIWEDOO�7KURZ��(VS��/XFHUR�&HQWHU��
� �30��30��0DU���
�� 3UDFWLFH�'D\��6KXIÁHERDUG���SW��%DVNHWEDOO��)UHH�7KURZ��(VS��/XFHUR�&HQWHU
�� �30��30��0DU����
�� 3UDFWLFH�'D\��6KRW�3XW��'LVFXV��)ULVEHH��(VS��/XFHUR�&HQWHU��30��30��0DU����
�� 5$&�&RPPLVVLRQ�0HHWLQJ�DW�WKH�5$&�$QQH[�%OGJ��LQ�(VSDxROD��#�����30���
� 0DU����
�� 3UDFWLFH�'D\��6KXIÁHERDUG���SW��%DVNHWEDOO��)UHH�7KURZ��(VS��/XFHUR�&HQWHU��
� �30��30��0DU�����
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Contact Information: 
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www.rio-arriba.org

 Take Note:
�� &RPPLVVLRQHU�%DUQH\�7UXMLOOR��'LVWULFW����QDPHG�&KDLUPDQ�RI �WKH�&RPPLVVLRQ�%RDUG�RQ�-DQXDU\�����
�� &RQJUDWXODWLRQV�WR�UHWLUHHV��0DU\OHQD�0DUWLQH]��0DUYLQ�0DUWLQH]��7RPDV�6DOD]DU�DQG�0DUFRV�6DQFKH]��
�� The public is cautioned to be aware of  high reports of  animal poisonings during burglaries. 
�� 5$&·V�':,�3URJUDP��DORQJ�ZLWK�8QLWHG�:D\�RI �1RUWKHUQ�1HZ�0H[LFR��ZDV�DEOH�WR�UDLVH��������IRU�WKH�-DQXDU\���WK�+DUOHP�

Ambassadors event. For more information, please visit our website. 
�� &RXQW\�&OHUN��0RLVHV�0RUDOHV��KDV�LPSOHPHQWHG�XSGDWHV�DQG�FRUUHFWLRQV�WR�WKH�&OHUN·V�RIÀFH��)RU�PRUH�LQIRUPDWLRQ��SOHDVH��

visit our website.  

County Departments:
 
��0DQDJHU·V�2IÀFH
� ��������������
 - Animal Control
� ��������������
 - County Assessor
� ���������������RU���������������
 - County Clerk
� ���������������RU���������������
 - Detention Center
� ��������������
 - DWI
� ���������������RU���������������
 - Emergency Preparedness  
� ��������������
 - Finance
� ���������������
 - Fire Marshal
� ����������������RU���������������
 - Fleet Maintenance
� ��������������
���*UDQWV�DQG�&RQWUDFWV
� ��������������
���+HDOWK�+XPDQ�6HUYLFHV
� ��������������
���+RXVLQJ
� ���������������RU���������������
���+XPDQ�5HVRXUFHV
� ��������������
 - Indigent
� ��������������
���3ODQQLQJ�	�=RQLQJ
� ���������������
 - Probate Judge
� ��������������
 - Public Works
� ��������������
 - Recreation
� ���������������RU���������������
 - Risk Management
� ��������������
���6KHULII ·V�2IÀFH
� ��������������
 - Special Projects 
� ��������������
 - Treasurer
� ���������������RU���������������


